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chants who were working as day laborers in order to
keep together their homes with declassed fathers at
the head of them. I saw women in Russia who did
washing for a living because it was the only work
they could find that did not require them to have an
acceptable family and social history and they were
thus enabled to maintain their home-life with their
declassed husbands.
One such woman in particular deserves mention in
this connection.
She was the wife of a Greek Orthodox minister,
Her husband was not only declassed, but his status
was of such a special nature that he could be arrested
at any time and "sent north," meaning to the Solo-
vetsky islands, which are now used as a place of
confinement for political prisoners. The priest, know-
ing that the police might come for him at any moment,
always kept his clothes and a few medical and other
indispensable objects packed in a grip ready to depart
Repeatedly he urged his wife to obtain a divorce from
him and lead her own life; she was still young, under
forty. But the woman would not hear of it. Every
time he would talk to her of going, of leaving him,
she would open the Old Testament at the place where
the book of Ruth starts and tell him to read it and to
stop his "silly talk."
Similarly I met a young man in the Crimea who
was running a government factory in what actually
was a medieval Mohammedan town, having a mixed